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turned away and had to go seek treatment
many miles away just so the emergency re-
sponders could properly decontaminate the fa-
cilities to ensure the public’s safety. What a
tragedy it would have been if someone with a
real emergency had perished because Memo-
rial Hermann had been closed and couldn’t
offer its help.

Regrettably, the same thing that happened
in The Woodlands is happening in other areas
of our country. The FBI reported that between
October 1st to October 15th, their agency had
received more than 2,300 reports of incidents
or suspected incidents involving anthrax. We
cannot afford in these trying times to have the
valuable resources of our police agencies
being wasted in dealing with these hoaxes.
These false claims have become a serious
headache for law enforcement officials, who
are overwhelmed with calls from worried
Americans concerned about possible anthrax
contamination.

It is for these reasons that I co-sponsored
this valuable legislation and fully support its
passage here in the House of Representa-
tives. We, as Americans, cannot afford to con-
tinue to waste valuable time and resources
fighting these hoaxes when they can be used
for better purposes such as making sure our
communities across our nation are safe from
true terrorist attacks in the future.

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
TERRY). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. SENSENBRENNER) that the
House suspend the rules and pass the
bill, H.R. 3209, as amended.

The question was taken.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

f

CORRECTIONS CALENDAR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This is
the day for the call of the Corrections
Calendar.

The Clerk will call the bill on the
Corrections Calendar.

f

COMMUNITY RECOGNITION ACT OF
2001

The Clerk called the bill (H.R. 1022)
to amend title 4, United States Code,
to make sure the rules of etiquette for
flying the flag of the United States do
not preclude the flying of flags at half
mast when ordered by city and local of-
ficials.

The Clerk read the bill, as follows:
H.R. 1022

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Community

Recognition Act of 2001’’.
SEC. 2. FLAG CODE AMENDMENT.

Section 7(m) of title 4, United States Code,
is amended by inserting after the sentence
beginning ‘‘In the event of the death of a
present or former official of the government
of any State’’ the following: ‘‘In the event of
the death of a present or former official of
any city or locality, the chief elected official
of that locality may proclaim that the Na-
tional flag shall be flown at half staff.’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the bill is considered
read for amendment.

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Clerk will report the amendment rec-
ommended by the Committee on the
Judiciary.

The Clerk read as follows:
Committee Amendment:
Page 2 line 9 insert ‘‘other.’’
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. SENSENBRENNER) and
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
JACKSON-LEE) will each control 30 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Wisconsin (Mr. SENSENBRENNER).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
within which to revise and extend their
remarks and to include extraneous ma-
terial on H.R. 1022, the bill under con-
sideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.
Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
1022, which amends the flag code to
make sure that the rules of etiquette
for flying the flag of the United States
do not preclude the flying of flags at
half mast when ordered by city and
local officials. This is an omission in
the current flag code.

On June 28, 2001, the Corrections Day Ad-
visory Group met and recommended that H.R.
1022 be placed upon the Corrections Cal-
endar and the Judiciary Committee passed it
by voice vote on November 15.

Unfortunately, as of late, we have had in-
creased occasion to visit the rules and eti-
quette in place for the honoring of public serv-
ants. Although at the time which Mr. DOO-
LITTLE of California introduced H.R. 1022 the
calamity of September 11 was far off, the con-
tent of this legislation rings more loudly after
the events of that day, and affords Congress
an opportunity to visit the laws involving rec-
ognition of those who provide public service to
us all.

Currently, under the Flag Code, authority is
granted only to the President of the United
States or the Governor of any State, territory,
or possession to order that the national flag be
flown at half staff in recognition of the death
of a current or former official of the govern-
ment, including public safety officers.

Under this existing law, in the event of the
death of a local official who is chosen to be

honored by having the national flag lowered,
direct permission must be sought by local offi-
cials from either the President or their Gov-
ernor. The result of the current practice is a
chain of communication which is not always
timely and can result in the missed opportunity
to honor some of these deceased public serv-
ants.

By passing H.R. 1022 today, we can solve
this problem by granting authority directly to
the locally elected leaders to call for and ap-
prove such recognition. Immediate authoriza-
tion will be granted at the local level, ensuring
that no local hero passes without the commu-
nity support and recognition which he or she
deserves. I urge all Members to support H.R.
1022.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this
legislation, H.R. 1022, and I am de-
lighted that the Committee on the Ju-
diciary has taken this legislation up to
ensure a correction.

I do not believe particularly that we
need this legislation, but I do think it
is important to correct and to resolve
the concerns of some local leaders who
are under the mistaken impression
that they cannot now fly the flag of
the United States at half-staff to honor
the passing of a local official.

In fact, as the Supreme Court has
ruled on several occasions, Congress
does not have the power to prohibit
any expression using the flag. The
Court has gone so far as to strike down
laws prohibiting the burning of the flag
as a sign of disrespect. Certainly, if
that is the case, then a local govern-
ment may honor a local official, which
is certainly an appropriate and uplift-
ing use of the flag, who has served his
or her community by flying the flag at
half-staff. We hope they will do so.

Nonetheless, title IV of the United
States Code does provide rules for flag
etiquette. While those rules have no
force of law, they do provide a guide for
those seeking to display the flag in ac-
cordance with the accepted rules of
conduct.

In fact, I commend those rules to my
colleagues. I think some may be sur-
prised to learn that using the flag on
advertising and others matters com-
mon to political campaigns are also
technically prohibited by Federal law.
Although local officials are not now
prohibited from using the flag to honor
a deceased local official, it will cer-
tainly do no harm to make clear that
there is no reason why my colleagues
should not support it. I would com-
mend that to the local officials.

I hope that since we have obviously
found time to pass laws permitting
that which should already be per-
mitted, perhaps we will also in the fu-
ture be able to tackle some of our vital
issues dealing with, of course, INS re-
form and other issues that I think are
extremely important.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this legisla-
tion, not because there is any great need for
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